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alternately superposed. Primary spathes elongate, tubular,
cylindrie (at least above where they measure about 4- inch in
diameter), finely striate lengthwise, glabrous, obliquely truncate
at the mouth where the margin is entire or scarcely reticulate-
fibrous, prolonged on one side into a triangular, acute, dorsally
earinate point; partial inflorescences laxly paniculate-elongate.
panicles divided into 6-7 branches, each arising from within a
tubular spathe which resembles the primary spathes except for
being smaller and more attenuate in the lower part; branches
densely pilose-velutinous in every part, with the peduncular
part included in the respective spathe; flower-bearing branchlets
alternate-distichous. Lo'iv<er branches much -larger than the
upper ones, sometimes twice branched, bearing 10-12 and more
flower-bearing branchlets. > Flowering branchlets filiform, each
arising from the axil of a thin, membranous, narrowly lanceolate-
acuminate bract. Flowers in small glomerules, usually 2-4
together, alternate-spirally arranged, each with a minute
bracteole. Calyx shortly tubular, ^ inch in diameter, slightly
longer than broad, obsoletely trigonous; segments acute. Corolla
tubular for more than the lower half, divided into 3 broad
deltoid teeth, 4-sulcate on the inner side. Stamens with their
filaments united with the corolla-tube and formin'g a fleshy ring
(at the mouth of the tube) which is provided with 6 small linear
teeth; anthers dorsifixed, erect, small, shortly ovate, rotundat€
at both extremities; pollen exceedingly small, globose. Carpels
forming a turbinate body, fleshy below, cartilaginous in th<
upper part, suddenly contracted into the style; stigma small,
very shortly 3-lobed.
Fruit ovoid, sometimes globose-ovoid; mesocarp very small,
with a few anastomosing-reticulate fibres; endocarp thinly
parchment-like woody, fragile. Seed free in the endocarp,
•£-£ inches long, H"H incn broad, rotundate at both extremities;
hiluiri at the base of one side; raphe occupying one side of the
seed with 7-8 ramifications; albumen distinctly ruminate; embryo
conical, basilarj slightly • eccentrical,
habitat.—Brazil (Bahia, Pernambuco,; Piauhy). Sometimes
grown in Indian Gardens.
uses.—The berries, though bitter, are, either raw or boiled,
eaten by the Indians of S. America; the spadix also is edible.
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